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maintain an address database including 
a number of locally owned address entries 
and a number of remotely owned address entries, 
where each address entry includes an address 



[ 



monitor the status of the number of locally owned address entries 
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determine that a locally owned address entry is obsolete 
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purge the obsolete locally owned address entry 
from the address database 
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send a purge message to the other modules 
including the address from the obsolete locally owned address entry 
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receive a protocol message from a directly connected 
communication device including an address 



add a locally owned address entry to the address database 
including the address and a port identifier 



i-to 1 ? 



send a control message to the other modules 
including the address from the protocol message 
and a module identifier 
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receive a control message from another module 
including an address and a module identifier 
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add a remotely owned address entry to the address database 
including the address and the module identifier 
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receive a purge message from another module module 
including an address 
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find a remotely owned address entry in the address table including the addressj 



purge the remotely owned address entry from the address database 
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send a keep-alive message to the other modules 
including a number of addresses 
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maintain a persistence timer for each remotely owned 
address entry in the address database 
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Eeive a keep-alive message from another module 
including a number of addresses 



search for a remotely owned address entry 
corresponding to an address in the keep-alive message 
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add remotely owned address entry to the address database J 



reset the persistence timer corresponding to 
the remotely owned address entry 
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detect an expired persistence timer indicating 
an obsolete remotely owned address entry 



purge the obsolete remotely owned address entry 
from the address database 
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Determine that the module has been reconfigured 
to operate in a stand-alone mode 



Purge all remotely owned address entries 
from the address database 
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Determine that another module has been 
removed from the stack 
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Purge all remotely owned address entries 
that are associated with the removed module 
from the address database 
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